Gallbladder cancer: a global perspective.
Gallbladder cancer, the commonest malignancy of the biliary tract worldwide, is common in northern India. It can be clinically obvious, an unexpected finding at laparotomy, detected incidentally on histological examination or may be missed only to present with recurrence during follow up. US, CECT, uppeer gastro-intestinal endoscopy, and laparoscopy are useful for diagnosis and staging. We have adopted a 'middle path'--between pessimistic nihilism of the West and aggressive radicalism of Japan--of management, i.e., extended cholecystectomy for early disease confined to the gallbladder and hepato-dudodenal ligament, and non-surgical palliation for advanced disease. The aetiological role of gallstones in the causation of gallbladder cancer needs to be investigated to decide the place of prophylactic cholecystectomy, if any.